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About Croydon

Croydon is situated on the southern edge of London with the boroughs of Lambeth, Southwark, Merton, Bromley and Sutton and the County of Surrey on its borders. Its citizens are culturally diverse and extremes of social and economic status found in its population. There are areas of considerable social deprivation found adjacent to very affluent areas. 
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The proportion of pupils entitled to free school meals is approximately five per cent above the national average in primary and secondary schools.

Thirty four per cent of pupils are of ethnic minority heritage, a significantly higher proportion than nationally. There are substantial and growing numbers of refugees and asylum seekers. It is a borough of considerable socio-economic contrasts. The northern part of the borough shows similar features to inner city areas. The southern part of the borough has considerable areas of affluence but also has a large council estate with high levels of social deprivation.

There are approximately 49,000 pupils in maintained schools in Croydon. There are:
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4 nursery schools

94 primary schools

21 secondary schools

6 special schools

3 pupil referral units (PRUs).

Five secondary schools and 18 primary schools are voluntary aided. Ten secondary schools and three primary schools were formerly grant maintained. One secondary school has joined the LEA from the independent sector. 

All schools are comprehensive but four former grant-maintained schools apply partial selection. Only four schools have sixth forms, accounting for less than one-fifth of education and training for 16-18 year olds. There are two city technology colleges, two sixth form colleges and one college of further education, all of which are outside of LEA control. One secondary school and eight primary schools on the New Addington estate form an education action zone (EAZ) which was established in 1998.

School meals in Croydon

The School Catering Service in the Education Department is responsible for providing monitoring, administration and advice for the central school meals contract in Croydon. In May 2000 the catering budget was delegated to schools.

88 primary schools, 6 special schools, 4 pupil referral units and 3 secondary schools have currently entered into a Service Level Agreement with the Education catering service.
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The catering contract providers are currently Initial Catering Limited. The contract commenced in May 2000 and has recently been extended to April 2006.

The price of a school lunch for schools within the contract is £1.45. The lunch provides a two course meal which meets both the Education (Nutritional Standards for school lunches) (England) Regulations 2000 and the Caroline Walker Trust guidelines.
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Information about ‘Healthy Eating’ and awards to promote this may be found on Initial’s Coolmeals website. www.coolmeals.co.uk
Croydon has made a commitment to install a ‘cashless catering’ system into every supported Primary School. A contract has been awarded to PCS Cashless Payment Systems to install 88 systems by 2006

During 2001/2 a total of 2.4 million meals were served to Primary school pupils within the central contract.

In addition to the school lunch contract the catering service in the Education Department liases with Cool Milk who organise milk for pupils aged 3 to 7 in Croydon.
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